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Instructions to Authors
(Updated: January 2017)

Submission of manuscripts

Submission of a manuscript to ABS automatically involves the assurance that it has not been published and will not
be published elsewhere in the same form. Manuscripts should be written in English (consistent with either UK or US
spelling). Since poorly-written material will not be considered for publication, authors are encouraged to have their
manuscripts corrected for language and usage by a trusted expert. There are no explicit length limitations. However,
an average research article will occupy 4-8 printed pages; reviews might be considerably longer.

Manuscripts should be submitted to the Editor-in-Chief as an electronic attachment to csaba@bio.u-szeged.hu. All
submitted manuscripts should be complete in themselves and firmly supported by properly detailed experimental
data. Instructions to Authors is published in each issue and available at http://www2.sci.u-szeged.hu/ABS.
Correspondence relating to the status of the manuscripts, proofs, publication, reprints and advertising should be sent
to abs@bio.u-szeged.hu.

Manuscripts which do not consider the formal requirements of the journal will be rejected automatically without the
evaluation of their scientific content.

Manuscript format

The following file formats are acceptable for the main manuscript document: Microsoft word (doc, docx) and Rich
text format (rtf). Prepare the text with double spacing, 2.5 cm margins, and a nonjustified right margin. A standard
12-point typeface (e.g., Times New Roman, Helvetica or Courier) should be used throughout the manuscript, with
symbol font for Greek letters. Footnotes are not permitted.

The required structure of a manuscript:

Page 1. Title page: Complete title, first name, middle initial, last name of each author; affiliations of the authors;
mailing and e-mail addresses and phone and fax numbers of the corresponding author and a running title of no more
than 48 characters.

Page 2. Abstract: no more than 200 words, followed by 4-6 key words (in alphabetic order). The abstract should not
contain any undefined abbreviations and references.

Beginning on page 3. Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgments, References,
Tables. Each section should be begun on a new page.

Results should be clear and concise. Discussion should reveal the significance of the results, not repeat them.
Combination of Results and Discussion can be acceptable. Avoid extensive citations and verbatim quotation of
published literature in the Introduction and Discussion sections.

For reagents and instruments, the manufacturer’s name should be given in parentheses. If microorganisms are used in
the study, the collection or the strain number should be given; new isolates must be deposited in a publicly available
culture collection. New nucleotide and amino acid sequences must be submitted in freely available databases (i.e.
EMBL/GenBank) and the accession number should be provided. GenBank/EMBL accession number of the used
amino acid or nucleic acid sequences also should be presented. Sources for all antibodies should be indicated.
Customary abbreviations in common use need not be defined in the text (e.g. DNA, ATP or PCR). Other
abbreviations should be defined at first mention and used consistently thereafter. Authors are required to use
approved gene symbols and names; protein names should be in plain type. Quantitative results must be presented as
graphs or tables and supported by appropriate experimental design and statistical tests. For studies that involve
animals or human subjects, the institutional, national or international guidelines that were followed should be
indicated. Species and genus names should be in italics (e.g. Homo sapiens).
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Dissertation
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Units
Only Sl units may be used (liter and molar are acceptable). The format ug/ml is preferable instead of the format nug
ml™.

Tables
Tables should be numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals. The first table in the text should be referred to as
Table 1, and so on. A brief title should be included above the table. Do not insert the tables in the main text of your
manuscript: each table should be double spaced, without vertical or horizontal lines, and on a separate sheet. Material
in text should not be duplicated and methods should not be described.

Figure legends
Figures should be numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals. The first figure in the text should be referred to as
Fig. 1, and so on. The following information should be provided in the figure legend: Figure number (using as Figure



1), short title of figure and the detailed legend. Material in the legend should not be duplicated and methods should
not be described. The size of scale bars should be indicated when appropriate.

Figures
All figures should be submitted in separate files (do not insert figures in the text)! Preferred file formats are TIFF or
EPS. Adequate resolution (at least 300 dpi, preferably 600 dpi) is a basic requirement. Manuscripts containing low
quality figures will be automatically rejected! Size the figures close to the dimensions of the journal pages. Do not
use faint lines and pay attention to the sizes of fonts in your figures. Lines, texts and numbers should remain legible
after setting the figures to their final size in the published version. Try to prepare your figures in a similar style.

Color art is free of charge; however, color figure is permitted only if there is no other way to represent the scientific
data. Necessity of color usage will be decided by the Editor. Color figures for only decorative purpose will be
rejected or asked to modify to black and white or grayscale.

In submitting a manuscript to ABS, the authors guarantee that a manuscript with substantially the same
content has not been published elsewhere and that all of the authors are aware of and agree to the submission.



